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Mr. Sécrveterge 
COMMUNICATIONS i 
A shtiie8iG0A@S arisen at Behrein, an is 
Gulf ruled by an Arab sheik, and at Ras Tanurah, on the 
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia near-by, which is causing serious concern 
to this department. At each place oil wells and a refinery are being 
developed by American interests, whose product is necessary for military 
use by the United Nations. 


&t each place there are nearly a thousand American workmen now 
employed, whose mumbers will be later much increased. In such a 
community an effective and appropriate system of criminal justice is 

ble; but at present the only law to which these men are 
amenable is the primitive and unsuitable Mohammedan law, enforced by 
Sikh police. <A recent incident at Bahrein demonstrated the serious, 
almost inevitable, danger of friction when native police seek to arrest 
Americans. 


The proposal has been informally made that the British political 


agent at Bahrein appoint Americans 25 _peace-officars with authority 
to arrest fellow Americans; and t+ the agent, wip h imaclenn“anennnczs” 
appointed by himself, sit_as judge for the trial of Americans there. 


The War Department approves of that proposal and recommends that it be 
put into operation as soon as practicable. 


A suitable solution for the problem in Saudi Arabia would appear 
to be the appointment by the king of an American as a special judge to 
administer a code of laws promilgated by the king and suitable for 
Americans. This special jurisdiction would extend only to the limited 
area occupied by Americans, which fortunately is remote and isolated 
from any Arab centers. The judge would be given authority to appoint 
Americans as peace officers with power to arrest Americans, thus mini- 
mizing friction with native police. From information that the War 
Department has received it believes that the proposal above outlined 
would be acceptable to the king. 


Because of the dangerous co & to be expected if an adequate 
method of enforcing law and order is not soon instituted, and because 
of the importance of the efficient operation of this refinery to the 
war effort, I strongly recommend that action looking to some suitable 
solution be taken premphiy, 

ee: ae Sincerely yours, 
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Secretary of War. 
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